weddings
at saint cecilia church

The Roman Catholic wedding ceremony is rich in ceremony and
tradition. It is also a celebration and a blessed covenant by which a
man and a woman establish between themselves a partnership for
the whole of their lives. The church offers this sacred opportunity to
join with family and friends in dedicating your marriage to God, the
creator of all love, joy, and happiness. We at St. Cecilia provide assistance and guidance to help engaged couples begin their journey to
a loving and grace-filled life.

“Ego conjungo vos in matrimonium in nomine
Patris et Filii et Spiritus Sancti. Amen”
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GeneRal InfoRmation
We ask that you call the Church at least six months before your wedding. This will improve your chance of getting the date you request and
you will have the time to take care of all the necessary preparations.
Fr. Jamie will then contact you to set up a meeting and assessment.
He will explain expectations and set up your FOCCUS inventory. You
must bring recently certified baptismal records to the initial meeting
with Fr. Jamie. (Each of you will need to call your church of baptism to
obtain this certified record—please do not bring the original or a copy
of it.)
To schedule a wedding at St. Cecilia Church, contact Sarah Rose Bort
at 513-871-5757, ext. 218, or sbort@stceciliacincinnati.org.
You will receive via email an individual assessment to be filled out and
returned within 2 weeks of receiving it.
The FOCCUS communication inventory will be administered as previously arranged. The results will be given to a trained couple in the parish. This couple will call you within a month of getting the results and
will arrange to meet you to go over the results. Expect 2-3 visits for this.
You will be required to take the following classes:
Engaged Encounter (www.cincinnatiengagedencounter.org)
and Natural Family Planning Class (www.ccli.org).
Most couples appreciate these programs which will truly enrich your
marriage. We will provide you current schedules and information on
these events.
(continues on next page)
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1
moRe GeneRal InfoRmation
All weddings are scheduled on Friday at 6 p.m. or Saturday at 1 p.m. or
6 p.m. These times are established to allow enough time before and after
your wedding without other scheduled parish functions conflicting.
In regard to attire, when choosing a gown, the bride should keep in
mind that her choice should be respectful of the sacredness of the
occasion and the space in which the sacrament is taking place.
Many brides have flower arrangements that decorate the altar area.
It is customary that f loral arrangements be left in church as an
appropriate offering to the Lord. Artificial flowers are not permitted.
It is inappropriate to place flower arrangements on the altar, and since
the priest and couple stand in front of the altar, a floral arrangement
there is not suggested. When placing bows and other decorations in the
aisles, florists are asked to avoid materials that may leave a mark on
the floor or pews—e.g. tape or an unpadded clamp.
Other expectations and requirements include, regular Sunday Mass
attendance and, performing, as a couple, at least 10 hours of volunteer ministry for the parish.
The balance of the wedding fee must be paid 2 months prior to your
wedding day.
Schedule a final wrap-up session and marriage ceremony planning
with Fr. Jamie within 3 weeks of the wedding day.
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Music
Music is an important element of all weddings celebrated at St. Cecilia.
It is imperative that sound criteria for musical choices be clearly understood when choosing music for the wedding liturgy. Music must reflect
standard liturgical practices and, thereby, encourage the couple and
the community to enter into the spirit of this occasion as a communal,
liturgical event. Similarly, prelude music, because it sets the tone for the
liturgical celebration which follows, must also be chosen from the repertoire of sacred or liturgical music. Guidelines for music at weddings
have been established by the Archdiocese of Cincinnati and are strictly
adhered to for weddings at St. Cecilia. Making appropriate decisions
about musical options can best be accomplished by working with
the parish music director, a professional who is trained in liturgical
music and responsible for it in the parish. However, if the services
of guest musicians are requested, it is the music director’s responsibility to approve both the musicians and their choice of music for the
wedding liturgy. The bride and groom are expected to meet with the
music director to plan the music that will be used for their wedding.
The services of the parish music director (consultation, rehearsal
and service) are included in the church fee; however an additional fee
of $150 per musician is required for the cantor (a cantor/vocalist is
required for all weddings) and any additional vocalists and instrumentalists. Professional musicians familiar with St. Cecilia Church
can be contracted through the music director. The use of other musicians recommended by the bride and groom must meet acceptable
musical standards and be approved by the music director. If additional
rehearsal time beyond one hour prior to the wedding is necessary
because of the use of outside musicians, an additional fee will be set
by the music director.
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PhotogRaphy
The photographer and/or videographer will want to be discreet so
as not to distract the priest, the wedding party and guests from
the solemnity and beauty of the ceremony. Pictures and video may
be taken in the church and in the church gardens. All pre-wedding
photography in the church can begin one hour prior to the scheduled
wedding time and must conclude 30 minutes before the start of the
wedding. Post-wedding photography must conclude 45 minutes after
the end of the ceremony. In order to maintain the dignity and solemnity of your wedding, we ask that you inform your photographer of
some of the minimal restrictions:
• Flash or extra lighting is not permitted during the ceremony.
• P ictures may not be taken from the head of the aisle, (i.e. the
photographer must not position himself between the priest and
the congregation).
• The photographer may not enter the sanctuary at any time.
• Photography from the choir loft is limited to immediately inside
the entrance door.
• P ictures cannot be taken in the choir loft while musicians are
performing.
•S
 t. Cecilia Church retains the right to restrict photographers found
not to be observing these guidelines.
Your photographer will need to contact the church at 871-5757, ext. 208,
at least 30 days prior to your wedding to review these guidelines with
the parish staff and gain a better understanding of their role in the
liturgy. Failure to understand and follow these guidelines could lead to
unnecessary anxiety for the bride and groom.
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Fees
The wedding fee for active St. Cecilia parishioners is $975. The fee for
non-parishioners is $2,000. A $350 non-refundable deposit is required
to hold the date. The balance needs to be paid one month prior to your
wedding date. Note that non-parishioners using St. Cecilia Church are
also responsible for arranging to have a priest or deacon officiate at the
wedding. The stipend for the visiting clergy is not included in any fee
paid to St. Cecilia Church. (A minimum stipend of $250 is suggested.)
Marriage preparation for non-parishioners must be completed by the
pastor of the couple’s home parish. Any visiting clergy will be expected
to abide by all St. Cecilia Church guidelines as outlined in this document.

R E S ERV IN G YO U R W ED D IN G DAT E
To reserve a date for your wedding, contact Sarah Rose Bort at 8715757, ext. 218, or email sbort@stceciliacincinnati.org. A $350 non-refundable deposit is required to reserve your wedding date, and the remainder is due one month prior to your wedding. Make checks payable
to St. Cecilia Church and place in an envelope marked Attention:
Bob Kellison—noting the date of the wedding. The mailing address is
St. Cecilia Church, 3105 Madison Road, Cincinnati, OH 45209. You
can also drop the marked envelope into the offertory basket.
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OtheR Questions
Wedding rehearsals are at 6:00pm the evening prior to your wedding.
Multiple weddings on the same day however, will require some adjustment to this schedule. If there are multiple weddings on the weekend,
we can assist you in making contact with the other party regarding
sharing the cost of floral arrangements.
There are no facilities at St. Cecilia Church for the wedding party to
dress before the ceremony. Fr. Jamie will open his home (the rectory)
as a gathering place for the wedding party one hour prior to the wedding. As a reminder, this is his home (not a church meeting room), and
your utmost respect is appreciated. No food or drink is permitted.
It is only common courtesy to your guests, your family and yourself
that the wedding begins on time. The groom and ushers should arrive
at least 30 minutes prior to the wedding. The bride and bridesmaids
should arrive at least 15 minutes before the wedding. It is not your responsibility to delay the start of your wedding for someone (no matter
how dear to you) who is arriving late. You have a full agenda ahead of
you, getting a late start will only compound anxiety and frustrations.
The use of a guest register at the entrance to church will create a
bottleneck and delay the orderly seating of your guests. Therefore, this
register is not recommended at church and is best saved for the wedding reception.
Throwing of rice, bird seed, confetti, rose petals, etc. is strictly forbidden. They create a safety hazard as well as a maintenance problem.
(continues on next page)
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The use of an aisle runner presents a safety hazard to those guests
receiving communion and as guests are leaving. The tape securing the
runner does not adhere well to the tile floor. For these reasons, we do
not permit an aisle runner.
The Unity Candle is not a Catholic liturgical symbol and we do not use
it in the ceremony. It is suggested to have that use of candles at your
rehearsal dinner or wedding reception.
This is your wedding and your celebration of the sacrament of matrimony.
For that reason, you as bride and groom are responsible to manage the
details of your wedding at St. Cecilia Church. We will communicate with
you only; we do not communicate with wedding planners, parents, etc.
The consuming of alcohol on church property before or after the wedding by any member of the wedding party is strictly forbidden. Any
member of the wedding party that shows signs of having been drinking or under the influence of other controlled substances will not be
permitted to participate in the wedding ceremony.
To get a certified copy of your baptisimal certificate, please contact the
parish where you were baptized and request that one be sent to you
within six months of your wedding. Bring your certificate with you at
your initial visit to the rectory. You will also need an Ohio Marriage
License. You may call (513) 946-3589 for information on Hamilton
County’s license requirements.
In your preparation to receive the Sacrament of Marriage, a Catholic
should receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation before their marriage.
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Please understand that because of the number of weddings taking
place at St. Cecilia Church, we cannot begin making exceptions to the
policies we have established. Additionally, we have the responsibility
of assuring that weddings celebrated at St. Cecilia Church adhere to
liturgical standards. In choosing St. Cecilia as the place for the
celebration of your wedding you also choose to abide by the policies
governing the use of the facility.

Fr. Jamie Weber, Pastor // jweber@stceciliacincinnati.org
Marta Misleh, Wedding Coordinator // mmisleh@stceciliacincinnati.org
Sarah Rose Bort, Wedding Reservations // sbort@stceciliacincinnati.org
Bob Kellison, Music Ministry Director // bkellison@stceciliacincinnati.org
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